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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
IMPORTANT TO THE RISING GENERATION. 


| The progress of events for thirty years past makes it high- 
y probable, that before another century has gone by, there 

ill be a great change iv the moral condition of the world. 
Fifty years ago a united and systematic effort for the conver- 
Sion of the heathen, and for the instruction of the ignorant 
in christian countries, if it had been thought of, would have 
heen regarded as impossible. Now we see that something 
like that has actually taken place. The miseries of the mill- 
jons of the heathen, and the ignorance and wretchedness of 
thousands in christian countries, have made so powerful an 
impression on the minds of the benevolent, that there are 
how comparatively few of the followers of our Redeemer, 
who do not feel in some measure their obligations to do some- 
thing for the destitute and perishing. Fifty years ago, mis- 
sionaries to the heathen were few, and scattered, and solitary. 
‘Now they are continually sent forth in bands. Fifty years 
jago, there was not a Bible Society in existence—Now they 
jare established in almost every part of every christian coun- 
itry, and are making rapid progress in the work of giving the 
jword of life to every nation. Fifty years ago, Education 
Societies were unknown—Now under their patronage hun- 
jdreds of young men are preparing for distinguished useful- 
iness. Fifty years ago, Sabbath Schools were unheard of— 

Now they are giving a thousands of childreg, 
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and in many instances training them up forseats in heaven. 
And to this the considerations that these operations are go- 
ing on with continually increasing power,—that they are 
every day becoming more and more extensive and wonder- 
ful ; and the conclusion is irresistible that before another cen. 
tury, or even before another fifty years has gone by, we may 
expect a great change in the moral condition of the world. 

Look at this subject in another point of view. Seventy 
years ago, there was indeed a revival of religion, which ex. 
tended to a large proportion of the churches in England and 
America. But it was a revival attended in many instances 
with lamentable enthusiasms, transient in its continuance, and 
followed by a long season of general coldness and declension. 
Fifty years ago, a revival of religion was a strange, strange 
 thing—vital and experimental religion was ata low ebb. 
But what is the state of things now? ‘Thirty years ago, 
the Spirit began to be poured out upon various towns in New 
England ; and from that time to this, there has been a series 
of revivals in every part of our land. These revivals have 
been continually increasing in power and extent, and in every 
new oue the flame of religious feeling burns brighter and 
purer. At first the Spirit was poured out upon here and 
there a town : now revivalsare not confined to single church- 


es, but spread through districts and whole states. Is there . 


any reason to suppose that this work will not continue? 
And if it should continue, is there no redson to suppose that 
in less than a century it will spread to other lands, and exert 
a powerful influence on the moral character of the world? 

If it be the case, that in a comparatively short course of 
years, a great change is to take place in the condition of the 
world, that change must be brought about in some measure, 
by the instrumentality of those who are now the rising gen- 
eration. God is indeed the author of al! the revolutions which 
take place among men; but he always makes use of human 
agency—of the agency of those men who are at that time 
upon the stage of action. If within the next fifty years any 
progress is to be made inthe work of converting the heathen, 
it must be made in the same way in which progress has been 
amade for thirty years past—it must be made by missionary 
Jabours, and taese missionary labours must be supported by 
tke prayers, by the efforts, and by the sacrifices of the be- 
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-nevolent in christian countries. . [low much then depends on 


the rising generation. 
Again, if during the next fifty yea’ x religion is to flourish 
mightily in our own country, if it is to Cont a wider and more 
powerful influence over society than i , he ever yet possessed, 
if any approach: is to be made towar,, “Se character of those 
times when holiness to the Lord shall be inscribed upen the 
belis of the horses; how much is dependant on the rising 
generation. 
| Tf then so much is depending on the rising generation,—if 
‘it depends on them to extend far and wide the victories of the 
gospel,—if it depends on them to give religion a new and 
powerful influence over the character of civilized communi- 
‘ties; how important is it that they should be enlightened. 
If they are to do more in works of benevolence than any 
‘generation which is gone before them, their views must be 
more extended than the views of any preceding generation ; 
‘and in order that their views may be extended, they must be ° 
enlightened.—I mean they must have informaties 4 they must 
be thoroughly informed of the state of the world ; as far as 
is practicable, they must know the character and condition of 


Bevery heathen tribe; they must know how in other times the 


gospel has triumphed over false religions ; how it has chased 
from our land and from other lands the darkness and the 
wretchedness which were oncetheir portion. Such things as 
‘hese must be familiar to their minds ; then they may be in- 
terested in the progress of the gospel, and prepared to act 
well that part which Providence may allot them. 

It is also of the utmost importance, that the children and 
youth who are soon to take their places in the world, should 
acquire habits of doing good. We ali know how muchmen 
are governed by habit. Just so soon as a man acquires a 
abit of intemperance, he becomes a confirmed drunkard ; 
aid when any vicious propensity is indulged till the indul- 
gence grows into a habit, reformation is almost hopeless. 
So he who pabituates himself to works of benevolence, 
who is wont to seek out objects of charity, who is accus- 
omed to labour and pray, and to do all in his power for the 


Jiappiness of others, will acquire a habit of doing good; and 


‘Bre net such habits of the last importance? When I think 
Pf this 1 anticipate the greatest good from juvenile benevo- 
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Jent operations, and wish that they might be multiplied, tijp 
they shall be found in every village and ‘in every neighbor} 
hood. And when I see a parent teaching his children top 
cultivate a little spot of ground as a missionary garden; | 
am always persuaded that he is conferring on them, and of 
the church, a lasting benefit by training them up in habits off 
usefulness. ’ 
But however important these things:may be to the rising” 
generation, it is of far more importance that they all posses 


‘tiue piety ; that they all possess that spirit, without whichf 


“though we have all knowledge; though we bestow oup 
goods to feed the poor; it profiteth us nothing.” This if 
the soui of benevolent effort, without which every thing else 
is to no purpose: and unless the piety of the next generation 
shall exceed that of the present, the work of evangelizing 
the world will goon no faster than it goes on now. . The ap 
proach of the millenium wil! be known by the increase o! 
piety ; and when all the inhabitants of the earth shall glo 
with 'ovo to Coa aad teve to each other, then, aud not til 
then, will this world resemble heaven. . 

Ministers ought to remember these things ; instructors off 
youth ought to remember these things ; parents ought to re: 
member these things; but above all the young of all class 
es ought to remember them; they cught to remembé 
that they are to live in a most important period of the world 
they ought to remember how much is dependent on them; 
they ought to remember the awful account which they mus 
one day render at the bar of God; and moved by these con 
siderations, they ought to loose no opportunity of informin: 
and enlarging their minds, of forming habits of active be 
nevolence, and of acquiring that piety which will prepare 
them for usefulness in this world of trial and for blessednes 
inthe world of glory. 
















COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
SOLEMN ADMONITION. 


DEATH OF MRS. M.- 





Being on a journey to visit a friend in a neighboring s iatey 
and haying now arrived within ten miles of my place of de 
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tination, I stopped to call onan acquaintance. Mrs. M. was 
connected with a man in prosperous circumstances; both 
were much esteemed in the circle in which they moved, and 
until now their prospects bid fair for a long life of respecta- 
bility and happiness. When I arrived she had been confin- 
ed on abed of sickness for about a week ; and. her disorder 
was of such a nature as forbade all hopes of recovery. In 
view of her situation she was much alarmed. She endured 
extreme pain ; but I observed that the anxiety of her mind 
was so great, that she seemed at times, almost to forget her 
pains ; but as yet she had opened her mind tono one. I ap- 
proached her bed-side, and said, My dear friend, will you tell 
me the cause of your anxiety ? Is it in my power to afford 
you relief? She replied, “ I can conceal my feelings no lon- 
ger. The thought of leaving the world in the situation lam 
now in, is more than I can bear; I must die, anu view my- 
self wholly unprepared. _ My pains ’tis true, are severe, but . 
O my soul! What will become of my poor soul! Icould 
cheerfully endure my pains; I could willingly part with my 
friends ; I could freely give up life itself, if my peace were 
made with God. But this great work is yet undone; I have 
irifled away my day of grace, and now my prayers will not 
be heard ; my soul is forever undone!’ The tone of voice, 
and the expression of countenance with which she uttered 
these last words, I shall never forget. You need not despair, 
said I, God’s mercy is infinite. [He ever hears the ery of the 
penitent ; the thief on the cross received mercy at,the eleventh 
hour. Cast yourself upon the same Saviour, and, yow also 
shall find peace. -* The case of the thief,” she replied, * was 
very different from mine. I once felt the strivings of the 
Spirit of God ; but now I am left to myself. My whole life 
has been ey the pursuit of my own pieasures, while the 
great object Of life has been neglected. I suppose I have 
ever lived what is generally called a good moral life, but my 
good deeds were performed, from selfish motives ;—govd 
deeds—why should I call them such ; I have indeed done 
no good action; my life has been a continual seene of rebell- 
ion against God, and now, I go to receive my reward.” My 


«heart was full; it was a scene suchas I had pever before 


witnessed. I conversed with her as well as;l.was able, and 
was now about to take my leave, expecting to see her no 
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more in this world. She entreated of me to pray for her, 
and added, “ God hears the prayers of christians ; but mine 
are of no ‘avail. ” She was anxious that I should spend 
some days with her. I replied, that if, after a few days she 
would send for me to a neighboring town where I expected 
to spend a few weeks, I would comply with her request. I 
now gave her the parting hand and left the place. A week 
had scarcely elapsed before I as sent for to visit the dying 
woman. I went; her strength had much decayed in the 
mean time, and it was evident that her dissolution was fast 
approaching ; but not a ray of hope appeared to sustain 
her sinking soul, or prepare her to meet the awful summons. 

I tarried with her till her spirit was returned to Him that 
gave it. I had been called to stand by the bed-side of a con- 
siderable number, and to witness their dying groans, but had 
never been present at a scene like this ; when, to the agonies 
of dying, were added the horrors of despair. 

During her sickness, she was visited by a few christian 
friends : she earnestly entreated each of them to pray for 
her salvation. On a certain time when she had been re- 
flecting upon her past life, she exclaimed, “how great has 
been my folly in putting off a preparation for this trying hour ! 
I did not intend thus toneglect my soul. I always flattered 
myself that I should make my peace with God before death. 
A few years ago, my mint was greatly exercised for a time, 
but these impressions gradually wore off ; tho’ ever since that 
time I have been resolving that I would soon begin the busi- 
ness in earnest. In this manner I have quieted my con- 
science and deferred repentance till the present time: And 
now, with all my sins upon me, I am about to be called be- 
fore ‘my Judge ! Andis there no way of escape? no; no; 

the pains of hell must be my portion forever !” 
_ Thus died a woman, who, by her accomplishments and 
agreeable natural qualities, was endeared to a large-ciscle of 
friends and acquaintances, but as we have every reason to 
believe, destitute of that great moral change which God has 
made indispensable to the enjoyment of his favor, either in 
this world or the world to come. 

Reader, does the Spirit of God strive with thee ? beware 
how you treat the heavenly messenger ; take warning by the 
instance before-you; and say not with the uphappy Felix, 
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‘‘ go thy way for this time,” lest by so doing, you also plant 
thorns in your dying pillow, and spend an eternity in lament- 
ing your folly. ¥. 


= 
COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN, 


INCONSISTENCY OF MAN. 


It is natural for men to gratify their pride and vanity, in 
assuming to themselves the character of rational, consistent 
and immortal beings. Were a manof inferior capacity, de- 
nied the privilege of receiving this appellation, he would 
feel himself much abused and degraded. But, what a vast 
number of the human species, if their character and conduct 
were examined faithfully, would fall far short of what is 
understood by these terms P How great a proportion of man- 
kind distinguish themselves but a little from the beasts that 
perish. 

What ought to be a man’s character, in order that he may 
be considered rational and consistent? what, but manifesting 
to the world that he is guided by reason and understanding ? 
what, but pursuing a course that shall terminate in the great- 
est good to himself and to his fellow men? and if he is an 
immortal being and is forever to exist in happiness or mise- 
ry; but, using the necessary means to enjoy the one and es- 
cape the other? What then is the character we must give to 
those who are lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God? 
whose minds are occupied, altogether, with the things of this 
world? what name shall we give to the drunkard, the debau- 
chee, the sensualist and the infidel ? 

Rarely do we find a person but what will acknowledge that 
his eternal interest is far superior to every thing else; com- 
pared with which, this world, with all its pleasures and 
amusements, its honours and distinctions, sink into insigni- 
ficance. But, we see almost all using the most strenuous ef- 
forts to obtain the latter, while the former is treated with in- 
difference. Yes, how many youth will barter away their 
souls merely for a trifling toy? Certainly we must acknow- 
ledge that if there is any one who believes in the existence of 
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a future state of happiness and misery, and believes, also, 
that, on the manner he spends this life depends his situation 
in another, and is indifferent which of these he may realize 
at death; he acts the most inconsistently of any being on 
earth. We can behold the beasts of the field living in dull 


unconsciousness witheut surprise, knowing that they have} 


nothing to teach them to look from nature up to nature’s 
God: but, when we behold miilions living in the full blaze of 
gospel light, taught from infancy their accountability to God 
and the requisitions necessary to escape eternal punishment 
as stupid as the brutes; who can but be astonished. 

_ A great part of the world are influenced more by things 
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seen and temporal, than by what is unseen and eternal. | 


How many a gay and inconsiderate youth, while surrounded 


} 
| 
' 


by friends and thoughtless companions, loose sight of the | 


great object for which they were created. All is gaiety, all 


is novelty, and they are not aware of their delusion. But, | 


when the misfortunes which chequer t his mortal life come ir- 
resistibly upon them, when languishing on a bed of sick- 
ness and apparently hastening to the grave; at such times 
things are viewed in another light. ‘The drunkard, while in- 
toxicated by his cup, is no longer rational, neither those 
whose minds are puffed up with the vanities of earth; and 
the time will come when this assertion will be verified. 

But, how are we to account for so much inconsistency inthe 
world? does not one cause of it arise from the fact that most 
look upon themselves better than they are? Great numbers 
quiet their consciences and do not attend to the concerns of 
their souls by reason of the exalted views they entertain of 
their belief. Many have an idea that by merely assenting 
to the truths of God’s word and by living moral lives, they 
shall be saved, whatever may be the situation of their hearts. 
But, of what consequence is one’s belief, if it has no effect 
on the heart? of what consequence is it for a man to believe 
in the efficacy of prayer for obtaining a blessing if he never 
prays in his life? a man may believe that there is a heaven 
and a hell, but if no exertions are made to enjoy the one and 
avoid the other, his belief will avail him nothing. Where 
belief does not produce action, we have reason to doubt its 
sincerity. St. Paul says, “ shew me thy faith without thy 
works, and I will shew you my faith by my works:” and 
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let those who acknowledge their belief in the truth of God’s 
word, manifest it by their obedience. Let them repent of 
sin and accept of a crucified Saviour for salvation. if man 
is immortal, instead of grovelling in the dust, let him devote 
his affections to things heavenly and divine. Let all keep 


‘jn mind that the day is fast approaching, when they must be 
judged and rewarded according to their character, and that 


then he that is filthy will be filthy still, cud he that is holy 
will be holy still. A. 


ee 


MISSIONARY ENTERPRISE.—No. VIL 
(JOURNAL CONTINUED.) 


‘The heathen,” Le Price remarked, somewhat tempered 
by the mildness of his opponent, “‘ are more scrupulous in 
the austerities of their worship, than even Christians are — 
in the pleasant duties of theirs.” 

“Oh yes,” said Mr. Harrison, “ one will do any service 
to purchase a treasure like eternal life. Bodily and momen- 
tary pangs are light as air weighed up against the intermina- 
ble agonies of a ‘ wounded spirit.?_ It is easy to bow down 
the body in the attitude of humble adoration; but to ‘pros- 
trate the proud heart is beyond every system of religion, ex- 
cept that by Jesus Christ.” 

‘¢ True,” replied Le Price, “and worship is worthless 
without the heart, is it not 7? 

«¢ Yes, certainly ;” said Mr. Harrison, “ give me thy 
heart is the requisition.” 

‘And have not the Hindoos a heart, and. conscience in 
the painful duties of their religion? They are people of as 

delicate sensibilities, of as ardent natural affection, Mr. 
Ward observes, as any nation; yet they sacrifice their 
dearest relatives at the altars of their religion ;—and are they 
not at lezst sincere 2” 

“‘ Indeed,” acquiesced Mr. Harrison, “ the Hindoos and 
all Pagans must be allowed to wear the appearance of sin- 
cerity, and’— 

“ Well” interrupted Le Price triumphing in the concession, 
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“Ca just Judge will reward their conscientious and faithfu! 


obedience. If you rigidly perform what you believe-to be 
duty, is it not enough ?” fi, - 

Mr. Harrison gave him one of his apt and unanswerable 
replies. Suppose I believe it to be a harmless amusement 
to plunge this poinard into your boson, it therefore is harm- 
less, is it? or I believe’ I need your watch and may ¢espoil 
you of it with perfect right; I may therefore take it with im- 
punity, may I? or I believe I ought te blaspheme the Most 
High, lay desolate the church and compell all to worship 
idols, I must do it and trample down the throne which I pre- 
tend to serve.” | : 

“A fair statement of the principles!” smiled the old gen- 
tleman. “ That sentiment destroys criminality and holds in 
its broad limits every species of crime. The lows were sill 
cere, no doubt, in crucifying our adorable Saviour.” 

_ “ The Jews,” said Le Price, ‘ possessed the means of 
knowing ineir error. None of the cases mentioned,” he 
continued, turning to Harrison, “ are parallel with the ac- 


tual state of the Heathen world. You are conscious of the’ 


guilt of murder, theft, blasphemy &c. and this consciousness 
constitutes the guilt. The heathen know not God, and, from 
their circumstances, cannot obtain their knowledge. They 
suppose their practice to be right, and they know too little 
to doubt. And if they cannot know, they cannot be guilty 
for not knowing; if their ignorance leads them into errer, it 
is unavoidable, and of course involves them not in guilt. 

“<I confess,” said Mr. Harrison, * I feel pained to hear 
such sentiments announced—a sentiment that lets loose men 
of every evil name upon community, and shields them in any 
depredations—a sentiment which no human tribunal recogni- 
ses, and which-the seat of eternal justice will forever disclaim. 
God punished his ancient people for the sins of ignorance.” 

“ Alack me! what”—murmured Le Price, thinking his 
friend too sanguine. 

«« Hear me a-breath,” continued Mr. Harrison. “1 think I 
see the point of your mistake.” 

“‘ Mistake !” said Le Price, anxious to evade a conclusion 
which his antongist seemed to have in his own hands,,“‘ rea- 
son never mistakes.” . 

“ Very well,” said Mr. Harrison cheerfully, “let us make 
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a trial.—The point at issue is this, whether the ignorance of 
the Heathen is necessary or wilful. ‘Thatthe Heathen are 
ignorant is palpable, if necessarily so, they are gwiltless in 
all the dismal consequences of their ignorance ; if capable of 
knowing God, they must be accounted criminal in not serv- 
ing him. And do not nature and man bespeak a God, eter- 
nal, wise, and good ? Cicero, Plato, and many. other Heathens 
have firmly believed in. the existence and some of the attri- 
butes of Deity; all therefore may. The prevalent ignorance 
of the Pagan world cannot be attributed to deficiency in the 
human mind or in the works of God. 

“To what then, I pray, is it attributed” said Le Price, 
with a degree of confusion. 

“ To their depraved wills, no doubt, “ said Mr. Harrison, 
assuming that mild and.conciliating demeanour, which might 
bring on victory without irritating the vanquished. “ They 
nc ,” he continued, “serve gods of their own choice, who 
are pledged, for a trifling compensation, to gratify their every 
desire; their pride, envy, revenge, love of pleasure and sen-. 
suality. A particular deity subserves each passion. While 
the Cod we adore forbids every natural indulgence; the ai- 
tar we serve can be approached only in the prostration of 
the entire natural man with his appetites and passions.— 
This holy God the Heathen, being corrupt, hate, and ‘ will 
not come to the light’? beaming from his throne, “ lest their 
deeds should be reproved.” 

‘* But how,” said Le Price, “do the Heathen, who have 
not compared their conduct with the moral law, know their 
‘deeds’ to be £ evil’ by that standard r”’ 

‘“‘ For,” says the Apostle, ‘ God hath shewed it to them,” 
“ their conscience also bearing witness,” Mr. Harrison re- 
plied, “ For the invisible things of him are clearly seen even 
his eternal power and Godhead, ‘ 89 that they are without 
excuse.” This decision God justifies by charging their ignor- 
auce to their depravity and not to any default on his part.” 
Their foolish heart (not understanding) was darkened, they 
did not like to.retain God in their knowledge, wherefore 
God gave them over to a reprobate mind.” 

‘¢ One inquiry farther,” said Le Price, with an air of unu- 
sual docility, and I shall be prepared to examine the subject 
alone. ‘ He that believeth not shall be damned.” How cam 





336 A Hint to Parents and Instructors of Youth. 


the Heathen be criminal for not believing on Jesus of whom 
they have not heard ? 

“ Pardon me, sir, if I too make an inquiry,” said Mr. 
Harrison. ‘“ Why does God, who loves al/ men and would 
that all should live, visit one city with saving mercy and pass 
by another ; one family and not another ? Why is my broth- 
er an heir of God and J a child of hell ?” 

Le Price was silent and thoughtful. All present had be- 
come solemn. At length Mr. Harrison raised his hand de- 
voutly, and closing his eyes, exclaimed, with a tone and man- 
ner that pierced my youthful heart: “ Even so Father, for 
so it seemeth good in thy sight.” This, sir, is the only au- 
swer | can make. : 

Le Price purchased a Missionary Catechism at the pleas- 
ant village of R—y, where he left us.” 
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A HINT TO PARENTS AND INSTRUCTORS OF 
YOUTH. 


When I was about eight or nine years of age, I happened 
one day to be amusing myself with a top in the room where 
my aged pious grandmother was sitting. Sometimes the 
rotatory motion of my top was suddenly arrested in the 
outset of its movements by falling into some crack in the 
floor, or by running against some obstacle. At other times 
its motion would continue without interruption, till the force 
which impelled it was gradually spent, and it would totter 
and reel till it fell to the floor. IL repeated my efforts, with 
different success, till I became so completely absorbed in my 
play, as to be insensible to all the objects around me. My 
venerable grandmother, who had been watching the deepin- 
terest which I felt in my amusement, now broke my reverie 
by calling me by name. I immediately turned round, and 
she was bathed in tears. Instantly [ ran to her, and enqair- 
ed the cause of her weeping. ‘Taking me by the hand, she 
said— My dear D » the top, with which you have been 
amusing yourself, is a striking emblem of human life. We 
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H come upon the stage of action, and are all bustle—all hurry 
_ —all precipitation—all engagedness after the trifles of time, 
| till death unexpectedly overtakes us, and we drop into eterni- 


4 


: ! ty. Sometimes however, we live to old age, and totter on 










_ the brink of the grave, till our strength is entirely exhausted, 
and then fall into it, to rise no more till the morning of the 
resurrection. You may be suddenly cut down and die, even 
- in your youthful days, while I have been spared to old age, 
_ gradually to decay and sink into the tomb !” 

_ ‘The affectionate solemnity of her manner—the @#nexpect- 
_ edness of the admonition—but above all, the striking aptness 
_ of her comparison, sent the subject home upon my feelings 
_ with a thrilling emphasis—prostrated «re in her lap—and 
_ mingled my tears with hers, Uhe scene leit an impression 
on my mind, which never has been, and I trust, never will 
be obliterated. Could I draw aside the veil, which hides ilie 
invisible world from my view, methinks I would bless her 
_ departed spirit for her very reasonable and impressive re- 
_ marks, which, alas! were soon afier verifie i with regard to 
herself. Oh! if parents and guardians of youth would seize 
those highly favorable moments, which occur in every chiid’s 
life, to impress upon them the truths of the Bible—how 
> many consciences would be alarmed—how mais souls would 
| be converted—and how many fresh sougs wou'd be raised 
around the throne of God by the angels of light. Couse- 
- quences, as momentous as the s*-ul and as permanent as eter- 
nity, are very frequently suspended on a sengle word, drop- 
_ ped in a seasonable manner. Where is the parent then, that 
can neglect these golden opportunities ? D. C. 





COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


ON THE LIFE AND CHARACTER OF THE 
SAVIOUR. 


Happy would it be for the writer—happy for the reader, 
could we, while contemplating on the pertections of our Di- 
vine Master, drink deeply into His spirit, and feel in our 
__ bosoms that love, that zeal, and that humility which shone 
in His character, Thus would our lives be lives of useful- 
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ness; and earth, when no longer our abode, be exchanged 


for heaven. 


The subject of our meditations was born in Bethlehem, | 
a small town in Judea. At the age of twelve, me find Him| 
in the temple, exciting the astonishment and confounding| | 
the erudition of the learned, and even at that time, giving} + 


evidence, that His “ kingdom was not of this world.” In. 
deed, so strongly was His youthful mind impressed with the 


object of His advent, that the ties of natural affection could} : 


not preyent Him from saying, “ Wist ye not that I should 
be about my Father’s business r” 
In order to form a just conception of the nature of our 


Saviour’s mission, it is necessary that we reflect upon they 


state of the moral world, at the time He commenced his la- 
bours. Need you be informed that the moral world was en- 


veloped in shades of the darkest dye? In what language} 


can I delineate those malignant passions which agiiated the 
breast of impious man, when the Son of God stooped from 
His throne and began the reformation of a ruined world ! 


Our heavenly Prophet commences His preaching in a man- | 


ner highly adapted to the circumstances of His impenitent 
hearers; declaring, as a confirmation of what had long be- 
fore been uttered by His servants, that mankind were by na- 
ture enemies of God; .and that repentance and faith were 
the only means by which they could hope for pardon and 
eternal life. He expressly informs the Jewish Ruler, that 
“ Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God.” And in whatever light the subject was viewed 
by this Pharisee, and how much soever some of the wise at 
the present day may be disposed to doubt the importance of 
regeneration, let it be engraven on the heart of every immor- 
tal, that “ Without holiness, no man shall see the Lord.” 
To unfold this everlasting truth, and to show the necessity 
of something more than a lifeless hypocrisy, was a primary 
object in our Saviour’s advent: and well would it be, did. 
thousands of heartless moralists reflect, that “ disfigured 
faces and long prayers” are an abomination in the view of 
Him who “searches the heart and tries the reins of the 


children of men.” But our Lord was too well ee : 


ential. 














with the incredulity of His hearers, to suppose His aocuines | 


would be believed without farther cuilines. 
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To give a circumstantial detail of the miracles wrought 
ay the Saviour, would swell my page beyond its proper lim- 
its. Witness the conversion of water into wine—the purifi- 
cation of the ten lepers—the fast of forty days—the feeding 
of thousands with a few loaves and fishes—the restoring of 
sight to the blind—tdc raising of the dead ! What astonish- 


“ment must have seized those who stood by the grave of Laz- 


rie The subject of this miracle had been four days under 
ihe dominion of the King of terrors, and had made a small 
advenbe in its course of putrefaction. ‘* Lazarus, come 
forth ! penetrates the avenues of the tomb, and rouses the 
dust from its silent mansion. 
As a man, the character of our Lord was, in every respect, 
unexceptionable. ‘To the law which no one but Himself has 


laws and institutions he carefully adhered, nor did He think 


‘it beneath His dignity to “render unto Cesar those things 


that were Caesar’s.” His heart glowed with sympathy for 
| His fellow beings. See the compassionate Jesus standing by 


the tomb of Lazarus, and pouring out His grief in Loos of 


tears! Hear His heart-felt sighs over unrelenting Jerusalem ! 
Nor was His benevolence spent merely in sighs and tears. 
Often did He retire from the world, and unbosom His soul 
to His Heavenly Father. Often, in the secret recesses of 
solitude, did He feast upon that bread, “ which the world 


knew not of. 9 


“ Cold mountains, and the midnight air, 
Witness’d the fervour-of Thy pray’r ;. 
The desert Thy tempation:knew,.. 

Thy confliet—and Thy vict’ry too.” 


Asa Divine Teacher, we view Him with astonishment. 
s 2 reat is the mystery of godliness; God was manifest in 
e flesh.” is preaching, purely evangelical,, embraced 
oth faith and practice. Having described the nature, and 
shown the necessity of regeneration, He proceeds to incul- 
cate the social duties, and with solemu earnestness, com- 
mands us to love even our most implacable enemies. In the 
preaching of Immanuel, it may be said with emphasis, that 
© Life and immortality are brought to ght.” Well miglit 
the multitude exclaim, “ Never man spake like this man.” 
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I would in this place make a few remarks to which T re- 
guest ny vouthful readers to pay particular attention. We 
lament. that there are not a few at the present day, who it 
secius, would rob the Sen of God of “theglory” He “ had 
with the Father before the world was,” and bring Him 
down to a level with a created being—an angel—a man. 
We are far from wishing to enter into a controversy upon 
this subject, but as guardians, we cannot refrain from cau- 
tioning our young friends against an error which is no less, 
than “ denying the Lord who vought them.” That our Sav- 
jour was MAN, is evident: that He was Gon, is equally cer- 
tain ‘To say nothing. of His being “in the beginning” 
*“ with God,” and of His creating the universe, (facts which 
vohn has plainly asserted,) and to pass over the many other |_ 
proofs of His Divinity with which the Scriptures abound, I) 
will mention only the following. To the mind of the atten- | 
tive reader it will readily occur, that whenever the Apostles | 
performed miracles, they wrought them in the name of a 
Power higher than themselves. Thus Peter said to the lame 
men; “inthe name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up 
and walk.” ** ineas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.” 
Now let it be asked, Whether, in performing a miracle, the 
Saviour used any name but His own? We answer, never. 
He spoke with the independence of Omuipotence. * Peace, 
be strll”—“ Receive thy sight?—* Lazarus, come farth !” 

(To be concluded. ) 
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DANGERS OF YOUTIL 


The present state of religious opinions, and especially the 
variety of discordant sentiments which are propagated iu the 
present day, have an unfavourable influence upon the minds | 
of the rising generation. 

The truth of God must be considered as the most valua- 
ble treasure which intelligent creatures can receive in this 
world. In proportion as this is known and received, purity 
of heart and life must be produced, both in the young and | 
old. And although we would never advocate the reception — 
ef whatever sentiments our fathers may have taught without 
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Dangers of Youth. S41 
a regard to their nature and evidence, yet it is of vast impor- 
tance that the minds of young persons especially, should be 
impressed in favour of the great truths of religion. We might 
indeed say, that it is of vast importance that they should re- 
ceive a correct system free from gross and fatal error. For 
it cannot be concealed, that however much piety may be 
found amongst all religious denominations, there are some 
truths that are fundamental, and some errors that are fatal. 
The former, all Christians must in some way or other re- 
ceive, the latter they must avoid. Else there is no such 
thing as decision, as a boundary line between virtue and 
vice, or an unvarying principle of rewards and punishments. 
Fundamental errors are such as rob the Deity of some of his 
perfections, subvert the foundation of a sinner’s hope in 
Christ—or counteract and destroy that purity of heart and 
life, which it is the design of the gospel to produce. 

Without undertaking to enquire which of the religious sys- 
tems taught in the present time, contains these errors, we 
may be allowed to say, that a wide deviation has taken place 
in some instances, from the points which were considered as 
fundamental by our fathers. Not only so, an unusual latitude 
has been taken with the word of God, either denying its au- 
thority as to some parts, or in explaining away its meaning so 
as to make it congenial with the feelings of the human heart. 
By this means the minds of young people are thrown into 
a state of fluctuation and uncertainty—the result of which is 
an entire renunciation of all religion, or a fucious and in- 
considerate effort to support a new and captivating system. 
By degrees they are brought to look upon the systems of 
their fathers with pity and contempt, and congratulating 
themselves on their emancipation from an imaginary re- 
straint and servitude ; their convictions of moral obligation 
and future accountability are gradually weakened, and the 
way prepared for looseness of life in the first instance, gross 
immorality in the second, and suicide or other unnatural 
death in the last. , 

When young peeple hear opinions propagated so direct- 
ly contradictory to each other as those which assert that 
Jesus Christ is God, and that he was only a fallible man— 


* that his death was an atonement necessary for the forgive- 


ness of sin, and that it was only the natural result of the 
IO* 
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doctrine he taught, and no way propitiatory more than the 
death of other martyrs—that regeneration of heart is neces- 
sary to an entrance into the kingdom of heaven, and that no 
such renovation is either necessary or to be expected —that 
we are to be saved through the merits of Christ, and that we 


are to be justified by our own works—that the "future pun- | 
ishment of the wicked will be eternal, and that there is no |_ 


such thing as future punishment—when young people are 
accustomed to hear opinions advanced so contradictory as 
these, a hesitancy, not to say astonishment, must be produced, 
whatever may have been their previous opinions. 

The sentiments of our fathers are for the most part the 
sentiments which are accordant with the scriptures of truth, 
and the sentiments of the pious in all ages of the church. 
Therefore it appears a serious evi] not only that the minds 
of youth should be rendered indifferent towards religious 
truths, but more especially that they should be inclined to 
those systems which contain errors of greater or less mag- 
nitude, and remove the restraints which it is necessary fot 
the human mind to feel. Soundness of faith in religious sen- 
timents where they are only held in a speculative manner, 
cannot be a sufficient and infalliable preventative of vice 
and immorality ; but it imposes a salutary restraint upon the 
minds of the young. Even Christians, when they have no 
sensible relish for divine things, are influenced to a becoming 
and Christian deportment from these previous convictions of 
truth and duty, while apostacy and immorality amongst 
them may usually be traced to a secret neglect and cherished 
disregard of the vital power of religious truth. Hundreds 
and hundreds of instances may be named of persons who 
have recetved lasting benefit from their early impressions on 
religious subjects—while on the other hand, most of the mel- 
anchely instances of vicious and worthless lives and untimely 
deaths, have followed a total neglect or contempt ofall religion 
in the season of youth. Hence we should deplore any event 
or any state of things, which has a tendency to loosen the 
hold of religion on the mind and conscience. Young peopfé 
should beware that no discordant opinions among religious 
sects induce them to feel indifferent towards religion itself, 
and parents should be careful not to weaken the impressions 
which might otherwise be made by indifference of neglect om 
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their part. Whatever may be the means by which young 
people are in danger of being led astray and corrupted, 
there is but one grand remedy suggested for the whole, that 
is, the Word of God The Psalmist assures us that those 
who regulate their lives according to this word shall ‘‘cleanse 
their way.” This book is calculated to guard our lives 
from evil by the precepts it contains—by the examples which 


> it records—by the views it gives of the evil of sin, and bythe 


the motives which it presents to holiness. But the way to 
obtain these advantages from the sacred scriptures is, to make 
them our diligent study, and aim to regulate our lives accor- 
dingly. A. B. 


_ - +e 


CHEROKEE NATION. 


Mr. EpiTor, 
The following letter was copied, at my request, by the youth 


to whom it is addressed. If you think it will be acceptable to 
your youthful readers, you are at liberty to insert it in your valu- 


able publication. Yours respectfully, 


HERMAN DAGGETT. 


Copy of a letter from Catharine Brown to her brother 
David at the F. M. School, Cornwall, (Con ) dated, 
Creek Path,Cherokee Nation, June’4, 1821. 


Dean Broruer Davin, 
With pleasure I spend a few nioments in answering 


your kind letter, which came to hand April 30. I assure 
you it gave me much pleasure tohear from you. It seemed 
almost like seeing you. I frequently read your letter, and 
think of you, and try to ask God to be with you, and bless 
you. How much more would it rejoice my heart to see and 
converse with you, faceto face. I hope to see you again in 
this sinful world; but God only knows, whether we shall ever 
meet here again or not. MethmksI can say from the heart, 
the will of the Lord be done; though I have spent mary 
solitary hours thinking of you since you lefthome. Though 
our bodies of clay are separated for a season, still our hearts 
inust be forever united. And oh! may the love that God 
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has given us, which is stronger than death, continue to dwell 
in us, till itis perfected in glory. Then, dear brother, let us 
dry up our tears, and be resigned to the will of God ; know- 
ing that all things shall work together for good to those that 
love Him. O! how inexpressibly kind has our Heavenly 
Father been to you and me, in permitting us to taste the joys 


of true religion! When we look back to the time, when we | 


were strangers to the commands of the living God, with how 
much astonishment should our minds be filled, that God has 
had compassion on us! Had not his sovereign mercy 
snatched us as brands from the burning, we might have been 
now lifting up our eyes in torment, and with the rich man 


pleading for one drop of water to cool our parched tongues. | 


©! let us call upon our souls and all that is within us, to bless 
the Lord for his distinguishing mercies. Let us be faithful 
unto death, and soon we shall receive a crown of life. Yes, 
my brother, I hope we shall at length arrive at the right hand 
-of God, our distant home ; where we shall drink full draughts 
of those pleasures that ever flow. Then ail our works will be 
over. QO! when we consider that our lives will soon be clos- 
ed by death, and that our bo@es will then moulder in the 
dust, we ought surely to be humble, and improve our precious 
time in the service of God. I hope you live near the Saviour, 
and enjoy the light of his countenance. Have you not often 
felt, while pouring out your soul before God, a desire to go to 
any part of the Heathen world, to teach those who are yet 
destitute of the Gospel, the way of life? And do you, my 
dear-brother, pray and weep for those Heathen, your distant 
friends, who haveno one totell them of their awful situation, 
and lead them to our blessed Saviour, who is able to save 
them from eternal death ? 

1 look forward, with pleasure, to the time when you will be 
prepared to return to this nation, and preach Christ to those 
who are still ignorant of his great salvation. Be faithful, 
my dear brother, an] pray without ceasing for our deat peo- 
ple, and for christians who-are labouring for the welfare of 
our nation, and especially for the Missionaries among us, 
that they may be the means of bringing many souls to God. 
I hope the time is net far distant, when the glad news of sal- 
vation will be spread through the world, and when stately 
churches will be every where erccted, for the only living and 
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true God. Then let us be engaged, in some corner of the 
world, to instruct the ignorant, and plead with them to turn 
to God. Let us work while the day lasts, for the time will 
come, when we cannot plead with sinners, to flee from the 
wrath to come. Yes, now is the time to do good, and now 
ts our salvation nearer than when we first believed, 

I would write .you more frequently, my dear brother, had 
I time; and also write to your companions in school. ‘Tell 
them their friend and sister Catharine thinks of, and prays for 
them. Ask them to pray for the Mission, and church at this 
place, that we may not faint. 

You will expect to hear the particulars concerning Creek 
Path. Dear Father and Mother are well as usual, and, ina 
religious view, appear.as wellasever. Sometimes "I can have 
no doubt, that they are the Lord’s sincere friends. I expect 
they will be baptized soon. Brother John appears to grow 
brighter in religion. His health is mach better than when I 
wrote last. He has thought some of visiting you, as he finds 
riding beneficial; but I think it doubtful whether he will ev 
take su long a jou: ‘ney. Qur sisters, Susannah, and Susan, 
are well, and appear to be growing in grace, ‘and in the 
knowedge of God. All the members of the church seem 
now more engaged, than for some months past. i hope the 
Lord is about to pour ont his Spiritupon us. Mr.8$ 
anda man by the name of Su—wa—kee, with his wife, we 
think are earnestly enquirtag the way to eternal life, and bie 
they will at last be found among the followers of Jesus. NIrs. 
B. is very thonghiful. You bad heard that Mr. R. F. was 
serious. J am sorry to say. that [ fear he has been led astray 
by some wicked people. He does not attend meeting much, 
and sometimes goes to the landing, on the Sabbath, to trans- 
act business. Our Saviour has said, “ by their fruits shall ye 
know them.” But we must pray that hie may be brought to 
atrue repentance of his sins, and may choose God for his 
friend aud portion. To-day, being the first monday in the 
snonth, the people met in the school-house for prayer. The 
assembly was small, but serious, and solemn. I thought 
much of you, and wished you were present; but I know you 
recollected us at the throne of grace. 

I am now boarding with Mr. and Mrs; Potter, and spend 
my time very pleasantly. They are agreeable, and I think 
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devoted Missionaries. I love them dearly, amd hope they 
will be a means of great good to our people. My leisure 
hours [ spend in reading. Have lately been much interested 
tn reading the “ Gu: ardian for youth.” of which I have recciv- 
ed ten numbers, as a present, from Mr. Dodge of New-Havea. 
I intend to read, next, the Memoirs of Mrs. Issabella Gra- 
ham. 

I am glad to learn that you have meetings on Sabbath eve- 
nings, and especially that you pray and converse in your own 
language Our Father’s family have, for some time past, 
held prayer meetings, cn the same evening. ‘Thus you see, 

(though we know it not) our prayers have ascended, at the 
same time, and in the same la: aguage. 

Do, my brother, write often, and let us know how you pro- 
ceed in your studies, aad in the service of Christ. We are 
always happy to hear from you. W héa Tread your last kind 
letter, our parents wept for joy. 

Father, mother, brother, sisters, uncle P—, and brother 
and sister Potter, send love. May the Lord bless you, and 
grant you the consolation of his Spirit, is the earnest prayer 
of your affectionate sister, CATHARINE BROWN. 

Mr. Davin Brown. 


~— 


JOURNAL OF MISS P—. 


Extract fram the journal of a tour and visit fo Boston 
during the residence and embracing the departure of ti 
Mission tothe Sandwich islands. 


At1i o'clock Wednesday night Oct. 13th, we entered 
Boston, that day from Hariford, :00 miles distance. On 
the morning of Thursday, waited anxiously the a overy of 
our friends ; 10 quest of whom we bad come thas far: and with 
whom, for the last time on this side the efernal world, 8 an- 
ticipate an interview. Cousia FE. soon returned, announcing 
the person - my dear cousin L. to our mutsal joy and sur- 
prise; for she knew not that her Mary was so near. 

Ny adit e with myself Was conveye | to the lo 
my friend, where we auticipated a few happy days, 
Mm a review of scenes past—ina sweet renewal of tue felici- 
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ties of friendship, and social intercourse ; and in a pleasing, 
painful anticipation of ail the sad and joyful possibilities be- 
fore us. 


‘‘ Fgiends must part, and friendship sigh, 
But still it knows not how to die.” 


Under any circumstances whatever, a final separation from 
friends, cannot fail to excite emotions the most exquisite in 
every sensible heart. The tender ties of nature, the most 
faithful bonds of frie :dship and affection, are often, and on va- 
rious occasions rent. The feelings of the faithful, friendly 
soul, sometimes bleed at the shrine of temporal gain, for the 
sratification of ambition, or the acquiring of renown. But 
different, very different, though at the same time painful, 
when we part with friends, who seeking not their own, and 
resolving to glory only in the cross of a crucified Saviour, 
gladly endure reproach and scorn, relinquish the Aope, the 
prospect,the desire, ef any other knowledge than of Jesus, 
and expectation of blessing alone from Him. What a conso. 
lation in the article of separaiion :-— 

What a cordial to the devoted friend who tarries behind: 
They go, not for corruptible treasures, and for glories which 
perish with the day ; but for the immortal plaudit of a direct- 
ing, an approving heaven :—To proclaim to a nation sitting 
in darkness, those soul enrapturing tidings, first announced 
by angels on the plains of Bethlehem. They go—and in the 
astonished presence of a pagan world, from the oracles of 
the Almighty to declare—I am God, and besides me there is 
no Saviour. Who would not part with a friend on such a 
message as this? Whowould not part with a friend to aid 
in such a cause; Shall my selfish heart repine ? Shall my 
unbelieving heart dispute ? No; dear as my friends are, (and 
how dear none but the heart of a friend can teil) for the cause 
of Him who is still dearer, | would say go; obey the lead- 
ings of an over ruling and all wise Providence. Hear the 
voice of the heathen crying, “ come over and help us.”” Go, 
act your part in the use of means, and trust for the fulfilment 
of the Father’s promise, that He will give to His Son the hea- 
then for His inheritance, and the uttermost part of the earth 


for His possession. 
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The purposes ef God shall stand and he will do af his 
pleasure. 

On Friday Oct. 17th, the Mission Family, consisting of 
17, assembied in the vestry of Park Street Church; and were 
solemuly organized into a church: a little one, designed to be 
planted in a distant heathen clime, and under the dews of 
heavenly blessing, to become athousand ; a vine, whose bran- 
ches the faithful trust shall spread wide, and yield a fruit for 
the everlasting healing of that people and nation. Indulgent 


heaven, hear their prayer. The services commenced with an 


affectionate address from the venerable Dr. Morse, geogra- 
pher and divine. The covenant and constitution were read 
by Dr. Worcester, to which the Mission Family all ‘subscri- 
bed. Concluding prayer by the Rev. 8. E. Dwight. ‘The 
services were all solemn ; and in the evening a most interest- 
inv sermon (the design of which was to show that the grand 
object of the Bible is to promote benevolent action) from Rev. 
Hiram Bingham, one of the missionaries, challenged the at- 
tention of a numerous and deeply interested audience. The 
singing was superior and altogeilier adapted to the occasion. 

Saturday morning 10 o’clock—services appointed for the 
farewell scene; farewell address by Rev. A. Thurston, the 
other missionary; the advice and charge of the prudential 
committee by Ur. Worcester. The subject of this address 
was important, the manner pathetic and pointed. Thomas 
Hoopoo was then conducted into the pulpit, when he in a very 
pathetic manuer addressed the audience ; recommending trom 
experience the preciousness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, beg- 
ging a continued interest for himself and country, in the 
prayers of the faithful: and that while they were fervent 
before the throne in behalf of the heathen, he entreated they 
would not forget their own souls. He then very handsome- 
ly asked the indulgence of the congregation, while he ad- 
dressed a few words in his own language to a number of na- 
tives just arrived from Owyhee; and who could not under- 
stand English. His manner was unusually eloquent, easy, 
and persuasive. Some of his countrymen were much af- 
fected ; all were attentive and solemn: particular circum- 
stances forbidding the departure of the mission as soon as was 
expected, a social visit was made at the house of a pious 
friend ; converse, prayer, singing &c. suited to the occasion. 
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‘anexhibition also from the native youths, one of oratory ; 
Yuwother of singing ; all very interesting and altogether novel. 


Sabbath 17th, in the forenoon we attended meeting in the 
ld South meeting-house, Professor Porter officiating minis- 


‘yer. Afternoon attended Park Street church, a number of 
Sministers, missionaries and candidates were present. At4 


‘clock three or four neighboring churches convened, to par- 


3 ake, for the last time, on these enlightened shores, with this 
‘Jittle sister band, of the blessed memorials of Redeeming love ! 


‘It was a happy season, and one I trust, never to be forgotten: 


_{t was supposed that near 600 communed. 


The following days were chiefly spent in preparation for 


the departure of the Mission, selecting books, and a thousand 
‘otrer articles of anticipated use. The liberality of the pub- 
Hiei in Boston was truly astonishing. ‘They practically avo y- 
‘ed their belief of that scripture—it is more blessed to give 


|than to receive. May God in this, remember them for good. 
They did net merely say “ Be ye warmed and clothed,” but 


| ninistered of their substance. Each one seemed to esteem 


‘it happiness to aid and.wish prosperity to this little band. 
_ The physician to my knowledge, received a complete box of 


: surgical and dissecting instruments; value fifty dollars.. 
While we were sitting on the wharf, a gentleman tossed a 
- bundle into the carriage for. cousin L. containing several val- 


uable articles ; and crying, let me be remembered among 


those who bear good will to the devoted few. He who has 
» said, ** Give and it suall be given to you again,” will doubtless 
record this act, if done to his glory, on the page of everlast- 


ing remembrance. Almost every evening, the Mission Fam- 


_ ily with their friends, were assembled at some pious house, 
_where they received such entertainments, both temporal and 
_ Spiritual, as were suited to the occasion. Such seasons, and 
- interviews, I shall never forget. ‘That cordiality of manner, 
» that affectionate, that easy grace, and above all, that deep, 
_ devoted, and active concern, for the cause of our ‘assembl: ng; 
"ire ndered these seasons peculiarly impressive and endearing, 
| One favoured night I spent with sister N. Many happy in- 


“terviews I had with the Missionaries, Assisiauts anc wives, 

I was wade acquainted with every member of the Mission 

Family and maby other pious friends, whose names and re- 

membrance, will ever be precious, will ever be grateful to 
30 
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my heart. With the natives I had frequent interviews, ani _ 
was peculiarly interested with the conversation, the zeal and 
devotion of Hopoo. Truly thought I, He ts a child of God 
The young prince is sanguine, and ardent in all his passions, 
active and enterprising, in all his exertions ; but we have rea. 
gon to fear, a stranger to grace. EHoonoore, appeared humble 
and prayerful. With my ever dear cousins S. and L. I many %. 
times walked the streets of Boston, in the recurring duties o/ } 
the day, and wero continually saluted with the communica,” 
tions, the good wishes, and ‘gifts of the pious, together with ~ 
the assurance of their continued prayers, for the success oj 
the Mission. With cousia L. I also sat as a companion {oj | 
her likeness, and never will that interesting scene die upoi 
my remembrance. It will remain among those last dear sai — 
exhibitions, at the recollection of which, the deep toned sig\! 
may often heave in vain. That little room, the painter (soi — 
ef Dr. Morse) on one hand, Lucia on the other ; he taking — 
her last image for my remembrance, and tracing those fea- — 
tures which, alas! I must soon look upon for the last time — 
living. One evening we visited the museum. Curiosities un- — 
numbered, bo:h natural and artificial excited our attention, — 
.but nothing engaged me more, than the notes of a Harpsi- — 
chord, tuned by Lucia’s hand, as she stepped aside, from the 
weariness of that variety, which soon to Aer, must be dis- 
robed of all its charms. Never shall I forget, just how she 
sat, and sang,and played! But the time of their departure} 
is uearathaud. *Tis now Friday night; to-morrow they go: 
I rest once more with cousin L. no more on earth can such 
au indulgence be mine !! A season ever to be remembered, 
ever to be blessed. 
Saturday morning Nov. 23, has arrived. Soon we hear all, 
all things must be in readiness, every one upon the wharf; 
Lucia hears the intelligence with composure ; she says, I have 
chosen a life of toil, this life of self denial, and sacrifice, is 
my own pleasure, but my hope is in God. He is all suffi- 
cient, my only refuge is in him, remember me Mary, but do} 
not weep for me, 1 must go, I go joyfully ;, worlds could not| 
buy me to desist. Nothing but the visible pleasure of heaven | 
could bid me tarry behind. Tell my friends, my sisters, — 
dearer to my neart this moment than ever ; tell them not to — 
grieve for me, Lam well, [ am happy, pray for us, pray far — 
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Gol We heathen, for the whole Israel of God. We shall soon 


cpg Fneet in heaven. The messenger calls, they go; brig Thad- 
ambi. Jileus awaits our coming about forty reds froin the shore—-The 

~ © Nadies sit in carriages; the wharf is crowded with weeping, 
Mane joyful, and praying friends. I sat with my L.; I beheld her 


Fevery emotion ; J alternately fell in her embrace, and she in 
“Ymine; O what a moment! She was mostly calm, but deep- 
| Vly sensible during a most pathetic, ardent and comprehensive 
J prayer by Dr. Worcester. She was consistent, but in unison 
S with mine; her heart fora moment burst with emotions unre- 
) suainible; prayer ended. Hoopo made a short address, and 
| bade American friends farewell ! 

The Missionaries then sung, in presence of all the people, 


¢¢ Blest be the tie that binds” &c. 


The commander of the Independence, a British man of 
war, lying inthe harbour, politely sent a barge to convey the 
Mission and their friends to the vessel. . 

Judge ye, who can, of the emotions of a sensible heart, 
on entering that bark, which was to separate the feet of friends 
30 dear forever from American shores ; I entered with them. 
Says Samuel, this is the happiest morning of my life; the 
long anticipated hour has come, and I rejoice in it ; not that 
I am to see the face of friends no more, but my Redeemer 
calls ; I go to work in his vineyard ; I joyfully bid my friends 
farewell. Yet a little while, and we shall meet again in 
heaven, there are no farewells. 

Near two hours I spent on board; O what aseason! Eve- 
ry moment was precious. Lucia was much composed : I was 

unusually so. Sure'the Lord was our helper: ‘Khe moment, 
alas ! too soon has arrived, when we must part ; Lucia cheer- 
is} fully said as she took my hand, for the last time, “ I shall see 
“| s you again—adiea.” Thus did we two part—heaven only 
°| ~kriows whether on earth to meet again! From an eminence 

' on shore, I waited their departure. Soon the sails were un- 
| furled. ‘They weighed anchor, and entered the bosom of 

| the mighty deep. Long we watched their moving. They 
waved thcir handkerchiefs in kindly expressions. We echoed 
the affectionate exhibition, till all was lost in distance imper- 
ceptible. ‘Phrough a spy-glass I lust beheld my Lucia lean- 
ing on the arms of her beloyed—her husband dear '— Yes / 






















S * 
° « erated ation jet 
* ws = 
Do et sca ee ee ere . - - = 
aoe oe — * 


352 Revivals of Religion. 


saw her, standing then upon deck—and that last view shial! } 


never become extinct in my remembrance. We soon return- 
ed to the house which we had left, but oh, how sad! hoy 
solitary ' Itraced the rooms—the chamber where we had 
recently taken sweet counsel together. Where the garments 
of my friend, and all hers declared that she was yet panone 
us—but now, no remembrancer. Nought but asolitary void 
remains. 1 turned me round,—I wept,—lI departed. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


The General Convention of Congregational and Presbyterian Min- 
isters in Vermont held their annual meeting at Pouliney on the 11th, 
32th and 13th inst when the Co:nmittce, appointed to take minutes of 
the state of religion from the narratives, presented the following Re- 


port 


The operations of divine grace awake the liveliest inter- 
est inthe heart of every Christian. By them the character 
of God is displayed, and the glories of our Immanuel are pre- 
sented with powerful attractions. That Christ died for sin- 
ners—that his Church shalilive—that many “ who are ready 
to perish” shall eventually participate the joys of the heaven- 
ly world, are traths which we receive on the authority of 
divine revelation. 
the Scriptures, and enlivens the hopes of the people of God. 
The kingdom of the Redeemer is evidently progressiag. ‘The 
intelligence which has been communicated to the Convention 
during (heir present session, is animating to all who love the 
Lord Jesus Christ. it confirms our fairh ; it elevates our 
hopes, and encourages us to pray without ceasing “ for the 
peace of Jerusalem.” We would call upon our souls to bless 


the Lord for the displays of his mercy amone the churches of 


our Convention. Some are, indeed, mouraieg in view of 
prevailing coldness and abounding iniquity s but upon others 
he has shed down his richest blessings, as the following siate- 
men's show. 

Windham Assocation reports no instances of extensive 
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outpouring ofthe Spirit. Thechurches, many of which were 
rendered numerous by late revivals, are walking in the order 
and fellowship of the gospel, and praying that God would re- 
vive them again. 

Pawlet Association has been favoured with a revival of re- 
ligion in afew towns. In Rupert, thirty have obtained hope 
of having passed from death unto life, and in three societies in 
Granville about ninety. Pawlet and Dorset-have shared in 
the good work. 

Orange Association reports an extensive revival in Weth- 
ersfield, where, at least, 100 are supposed to have experien- 
ceda saving change. Other towns present very encouraging 
appearances. I[:. Stafford, through the instrumeniality of the 
Vt. Juvenile Missionary Society, a church of 20 members has 
been gathered. 

In Rutland Association many towns have been greatly re- 
freshed from on high. Benson, Brandon, Sudbury and Tin- 
mouth, each reckon from 50 to 80 as subjects of the work, 
Hubbardton and Castleton, each compute the number from 30 
to 50. In East and West Rutland, Wallingford and West- 
HHaven, revivals have prevailed. In some of these towns, 
not to mention others in which are encouraging appearauces, 
the work appears to be only in its incipient stages; in others, 
itis now gloriously progressing with much toquicken and ani- 
mate, and nothing to discourage. 

Royalton Association reports no extensive revivals. Fif- 
teen or twenty, however, have joined with the congregation- 
al Church in Barre, and about 20are reckoned as converts in 
Braintree.—Strong hopes are entertained that the fervent 
prayers, which are offered in some other towns, will be heard, 
and that they will be refreshed with a special visitation from 
on high. 

Within the limits of Addison Association, the Holy Spirit 
has come down with mighty power, and many have been 
made glad with exceeding joy. ‘The work commenced in Mid- 
dlebury early in the Spring, and has extended to all the 
neighbouring towns ; in each of which it still progresses, and 
in some, with most encouraging hopes of still greater accessions 
to the cause of him who came to seek and save that which was 
lost. Of those who say, what have we todo any more with idols, 
it iscomputed there arealready,in Shoreham 130, in Cornwa!! 
30* 
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120, in Orwell 100, in Middlebury 70, in Bridport and Sualis- 
bury, each 50; in Whiting, New-Haven and Weybridge, 
each 30 or 40, in Addison, say 20. Revivals have also com- 
menced in Hinesburgh and Charlotte. 

In Coos Association, which was not represented in the 
Convention, we do not learn that any extensive outpouring of 
the Spirit is experienced. 

The Delegate from the North-Western Association brings 

glad tidings of great joy. In Jericho 100 are numbered as 
hopeful subjects of divine grace, in Essex 75, in Westford 35, 
in Williston 20, in Richmond 15. In Barkersfield and 
Enosburgh the efforts of the Vermont Juvenile Missionary 
Society have been greatly blessed ; 100 in the former town, 
and 60 in the latter, are supposed to have excerienced the 
sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit. A work of grace 
has also commenced in Underhill and Milton. 

Considering the influence, which is exerted on a communi- 
ty by those who possess the advantages of education, the Con- 
vention consider themselves bound to record, with the liveli- 
est gratitude, the smiles of divine providence on Middlebury 
College. Fifteen or twenty of those who have cherished a 
hope, in Middlebury, are members of that flourishing semin- 
ary ; and about two thirds of the whole number are deemed 
the subjects of the gracious operations of the Spirit. 

We have already recorded the beneficial influence which 
has been exerted by the Vermont Juvenile Missienary Soci- 
ety, and would cordially recommended that institution to the 
patronage of the christian public. 

While we notice the displays of divine grace in so many 
Societies, and mourn over the numerous waste places within 
our bounds, we are encouraged to hope that God is preparing 
many young men to become heralds of salvation. We there- 
fore fervently pray that our Education Societies may receive 
increasing support. The North-Western Branch has already 
about thirty individuals under its patronage. We hope that 
this, the Eastern, and other Education Societies in our State, 
will be furnished with the means of becoming greatly instru- 
mental in providing our destitute churches with pastors after 
God’s own heart, who shall feed them with knowledge and 
understanding. , 

Finally, while much of carelessness, error, and sin remain 
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to be deplored in our borders, we would call upon you, belov- 
ed brethren, to unite your hearts with ours in praising the 
King of Zion for the deliverance he has wrought, for so many 

captives of sin; and for the gladness he has put into the hearts 
of his people, who have been hoping, praying, and waiting 
for the displays of his glorv. Surely such undeserved favours 
demand our highest gratitude and loudest songs of praise. 
What encouragements have we to proceed in our holy war- 
fare against the powers of darkness, in support of the institu- 
tions of religion. What encouragement to persevere in sow- 
ing good seed in every soil,— to be more fervent, constant, and 
importunate in prayer—more abundant in labours, watchings, 
and acts of self-denial. 

Let us desire and expect great things for our beloved Zion, 
aud zealously endeavour to beautify, enlarge and defend the 
city of our sclemnities; ‘so shall the righteousness thereof 
go forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof asa lamp 
that burneth.” 


From recent information, we learn that the remarkable re- 
vival in Pittsfield, Ms. still continues. 81 were added to the 
Church at the communion ‘season in Sept. More than half 
of this number were heads of families, and some of the first 
standing in society. The work is still going on with una- 
bating influence. Jn Lenox, Stockbridge, and Lee adjoining 
towns, there was a very general excitement. There were 
from 60 to 80 hopeful conversions since the work commenced 
in each of these places, and many more under conviction. 

A remarkable instance is related in a townin Vermont in 
answer to prayer. The Church were awakened, before the 
revival commenced, to an unusual spirit of prayer. They 
unitedly and fervently, and prevailingly plead for the out 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. Their prayers were answered by 
the simultaneous conviction of nearly a hundred persons in 
different_parts of thetown. ‘Those who were awakened, con- 
tinued in great distress for some time without one hopeful con- 
version, until the minister of the place admonished his peo- 
ple to pray for their relief. Whenthey came before the Lord 
with this request, about 40 received comfort, nearly at the 
same time, and many are now rejoicing in the Lord. 
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Letter from a Donor. 


LETTER FROM A DONOR. 


Massachusetts, Ang. 3, 1821. 
DEAR Sir,— 

There are many plans devised, in order to raise money for 
charitable purposes. They all doubtless, have their use. 
Some are beneficial to one contributor, and some to avother ; 
but to satisfy my conscience, they are not in general suffi- 
ciently comprehensive. If I rightly understand my Bible, 
all the property, that is in my hand, is God’s; and is com- 
mitted to my care as a steward ; and I am bound to use not 
only a part, but the whole, every cent, so as will most honour 
and please him. And in his word, I am fully taught what will 
be most acceptable to him. Here I am instructed to “love 
my neighbour as myself.” Now, if I would govern myself 
by this rule, I cannot. see how I am to satisfy myself with 
giving in charity but a teuth or fifth, or even a third of my 
annual income, after [am provided with the necessaries of 
life. When my fellow men are suffering around me, either 
in body or mind, whether fiom poverty, sickness, or any 
other cause ; especially when my fellow men around me are 
perishing through an ignorance er rejection of the Gospel of 
Christ, and contributing of my property can afford any pros- 
pect of giving them relief, Z cannot doubt but that, if I love 
them as myself, I shall give to supply their wants: and not 
merely a small part of my income, after deducting what may 
be considered necessary to support a style of living equal to 
that of my wealthy neighbours; but I shall give adi, after 
making reasonable provision for myself and family. And I 
shall deny myself such things as are not absolutely necessary 
to the health and comfort of the body, but serve only to please 
the taste, or gratify a desire for show. 

Having just received $10, of which I am not in absolute 
want for the support of my family, I hasten to inclose it to 
you, requesting you to apply it, where there is the strongest 
prospect of relieving the greatest human misery. 

Yours respectfully, A. J. 
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Female Education in India. Ps 
FEMALE. EDUCATION IN INDIA. 


Mr. Trant, at the anniversary of the British and Foreign 
School Society, on the 16th May, remarked, on the subject of 
emale Education in India:— 


‘‘] have much satisfaction in informing this meeting that 
12 months ago, I witnessed the commencement of a system 
of Female Education. I might g:ve numerous proofs of the 
gridual dispersion of the prejudices of the natives. One 
Brahmin, who had resided a long time at Benaras, and went 
thither for the purpose of passing his latter days, it being es- 
teemed meritorious among them to die there, has given the 
Church Missionary Society a large house for the purpose of 
aschool. _This is a very strong fact. I was invited to dine 
at the house of the son of this Brahmin, and there I saw two 
large temples shut up. I asked, “ why are these shut up ?” 
“ Oh,” said he, “ we have no more need of these temples.” 


He then assured me, that he was so sensible of the want of — 


education among the females of his family, that he was in- 
structing them himself. 1 hope the female who is proceed- 
ing to India, will be introduced to this family, and be very 
successful in her labours. 
By a late English Magazine, we perceive that the plan of 
— Hindoo females commenced in the last summer, in 
the populous city of Calcutta, under the direction of the Eng- 
lish Baptist Missionaries. ‘This is the first school for hea- 
then girls established in this city for centuries, and with two 
exceptions, in that extensive country, containing “ nine times 
the population of the British Isles!” A Hindoo woman, 
who was qualified for an instructress, had been obtained, a 
small school-room was built as an experiment, and eighteen 
Hindoo girls had been received as scholars. The expense is 
defrayed by a Society of young ladies. Nine or ten other 
scholars attend occasionaliy. Nearly twenty ‘were under the 
care of schoolmasters, making the whole number almost fifty. 
Some Hindoo gentlemen begin to relinquish their prejudices 
against female education, and freely say, that “ perhaps girls 
may be able to learn, and that instructing them may bea good 
thivg.”” Who shall set bounds te the efforts of Christian be- 
nevolence ? Or who shall limit the power of the Almighty, 
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in rescuing from the dominions of ignorance and iniquity, the 
most degraded of our race ? | 

A lady is lately sent on by a benevolent society in England 
to engage in the instruction of females in India. The fa- 
vonrable circumstances attending her introduction to the pur- 
pose, affords great encuuragement of success. 





— —-— — 


SABBATH SCHOOL ANECDOTE. 


On enquiry being made in a Sabbath School whether the 
children ever prayed, one boy replied that he had invariably 
said his prayers, night and morning, till one day he told a lie 
to his master, and in the evening he durst not repeat his 
prayers. He has since said his prayers regularly, and resolves 
never more to be guilty of an untruth. 
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ANECDOTE—A WORD IN SEASON. 


A Missionary in Charleston, 8. C. says: “ A child was 
asked if she attended the Sabbath School. She said she did 
not, she did not wish to go. I spoke to her of a little child 
who died a few days before, a ‘member of the school, and 
who it was hoped, trom what she said, had gone to heaven. 
The heart of this little girl was touched ; her mother being 
sick, I did not see her; said a few words to the dear child, and 
requested that she would be at the School the coming Sab- 
bath. With the big tear ready to start from her eye, I left 
her. The impression was so powerful that she found her 
way to the Church, and is now one, said her teacher, who of 
all, seems to promise fair for heaven.” 
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COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
AN AUTUMNAL REFLECTION. 


In fading grandeur, lo! the trees 
Their tarnish’d honours shed: 







While every leaf-compelling breeze, 
Lays their dim verdure dead. 





Poetry. 























Lrewhile they shot a vigorous length, 
Of flower, and fruit, and green, 
Now, shorn of beauty, and of strength, | 
They stand, a shatter’d scene ! } 


Ere long the genial breath of spring, 
+ Shall all their charms renew : 
And flower, and fruit, and foliage bring, 
All pleasing to tlie view ! 
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Thus round and round the seasons roll, | 
Tn one harmonious course ; 

And pour conviction on the soul, 
With unremitting force. 
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Not such as Man’s appointed fate, 
One spring alone he knows, | 
One summer—one autumnal state, ) 
One winier’s dread repo.e. , t 
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Yet not the dreary sleep of death, 
Shall e’er his powers destroy : 

But man shall draw immortal breath, 
In endless pain or joy. 


Important thought! O mortal! heags, 
On what thy peace depends : 

The voice of truth invites thine ear, 
And this the voice she sends :— ' 





When virtue glows with youthful charms, 
How bright the vernal skies ! 
When virtue like the summer warms, : 
What golden harvests rise! ’ 
i 
When vices spring without controul, | 


4 | What bitter fruits appear ! 
A wintry darkness wraps the soul, 
And horrors close the year. 
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Poetry. 


Let youth to virtue’s shrine repair, 
And men their tribute bring: 
Old age shall loose its load of care 
And death shall lose its sting. 


Borne upwards on seraphic wing, 
Their happy souls shall soar ; 
And there enjoy elernal spring, 
Nor fear a winter more. W. @. 


THE PRODIGAL’S RENUNCIATION. 


I will not seek my portion here, 

Where all is mix’d with guilt and fear ; 
But if a prodigal may stand, 

And beg a portion at thy hand ; 

My Father Lord, O give it me, 

{n purer climes and near to thee! 


IMPROMPTU : 


On hearing the words of St. Paul quoted, “ It is sown in dishon- 

our, wt 1s raised in glory.” 

What! shall this vile corrupting body rise, 

Refined, and fit v’ inhabit in the skies ? 

And shall this heart, these hands, which worms devour, 

Be raised in glory and renew’d in power ? 

Yes, yes, my soul, for so has God decreed, 

That who from sin is pure, {rom death is freed : 

Then Lord, do thou this heart, these hands controul, 

And purge each siniyt passion from my soul ; 

Thus though ’'m sown in deep dishon ur here, 

The heavens shall gain, and dwell in giory there. 
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